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The paper addresses a critical discussion on the state of the mountain archaeology, a field of investigation concerning particular subjects which are at the margins of current research in Italy, in connection also with other European contexts and  with the archaeological research on settled spaces and the historical ecology. The introduction  provides an account of the variety of interpretative nuances concerning the term ‘environmental archaeology’ (whether it could be only referred to the study of ecofacts from archaeological excavation, or also of its own peculiar sites)  and  – through an attempt of historiographical retrospective –  discusses on the  relations  (past, current or possible) between the different research approaches,  focused  on one hand in  the study of the problems of the off-site environmental archaeology, and  on the other, of the on-site archaeological ones.
An Italian delay must be recognized in the elaboration of original approaches of environmental archaeology, which could be considered the most suitable tool for the development of the mountain archaeology. Nevertheless in Liguria, thanks to the pioneering research of Tiziano Mannoni, and the convergence with the area of historical geography which was interested to the history of rural population, the birth of medieval archaeology (enshrined in the 1974 by the founding of the journal «Archeologia Medievale. Cultura Materiale, Insediamenti, Territorio») has been permeated by geographical and historical issues and by a multidisciplinary approach. This perspective  –  even if not developed by the Italian Medieval Archaeology which during the 1980s was consolidated around the settlements studies (above all, the urban ones) – remained alive in the historical-geographic vein, which then  met the British historical ecology of Oliver Rackham (Moreno et al. 1982, Moreno 1986).
Though the Italian medieval archaeology has never completely abandoned the study of rural areas, for a long time it was above all an archaeology of rural settlements (and most rarely of the mountain ones), and not an archaeology  including also the study of the “used spaces” (which include not only the settled territory, but also the areas where the communities exploited the environmental resources), as defined by Riccardo Francovich (Francovich, Valenti 2001). Therefore, the interest for environmental topics have long coincided with the study (archaeozoological, archaeobotanical, archaeometrical, anthropological analysis) of  biological remains from samples collected in archaeological excavations of settlements (Quirós Castillo 2014, Milanese 2014). 
The need of a more complicated approach to the study of rural areas emerged with force to the post-classical archaeology by the development of the post-medieval archaeology, after the Sassari conference and the foundation of the Journal “Archeologia Postmedievale” (Milanese 1997).  The attention  for this issue is  almost unavoidable for the post-medieval archaeology since traces of the agrarian and pastoral arrangements are richer than for any other age. Moreover, this has a deep methodological significance, considering the close relations that Italian post-medieval archaeology has had and currently has with that area of Italian historical geography which practices historical ecology and  environmental archaeology. The numerous invitations «to face in a specific way the study of the "ecofacts" - i.e. the archeological evidence of the history of the environmental resources - in relation with the site (or the area) interested by the field observations» (Moreno 1997)  must be seen in this context.
If, for the Italian medieval archaeology, it is possible to speak of a recent comeback to the study of mountain areas, it must be noted that these areas have been since a long time studied by pre- and protohistoric archaeologists who – through different approaches – have aimed to analyse the issues of their management and exploitation (not only of the human settlement). Just in those research projects, above all since the Seventies, a large number of investigations were carried out, which involved not only archaeologists, but also palaeoecologists. Precisely thanks to these investigations the debate on the archaeology of mountain spaces, on its methods and its peculiarities has been restarted (or started) with a multidisciplinary and diachronic perspective.
Nevertheless, in comparison with other European experiences, to date a perspective on the reconstruction of the history of the landscape which considers the interest of the study of the environmental effects of the management practices of environmental resources – and  which therefore considers as possible archaeological sites also the ones of palaeoenvironmental investigations, such as wetlands, or of the historical ecology, such as vegetation cover – is scarcely practiced in Italy. As it is generally known, such kind of archaeological-environmental approach to  rural artefacts, and to mountain areas was developed, for nothing or little, in the archaeological research, while it was addressed in the framework of micro-history and historical ecology, which were for a large extent nurtured by the approaches of the British local history.
The path of the archaeology of environmental resources as defined and developed in the  researches of the Laboratory of Environmental Archaeology and History of the Università di Genova (to which the following paper is dedicated) is apparently isolated from  other paths of the archaeological and environmental archaeology research; however, as discussed above, it has a long history of dialectic relation with the medieval archaeology, it is strictly connected with the development of postmedieval archaeology, and it has grown up also thanks to the contribution of the environmental archaeology.  This path has developed again in Liguria, and it has maintained uninterrupted links with the practice of the archaeological research of Tiziano Mannoni, who kept alive  the geographical-historical dimension which characterized the first phases of  medieval archaeology in Italy.

This approach, which developed over three decades of research, it is perhaps the result of numerous disciplinary contaminations, starting from the research on the history of the agrarian landscape of Liguria, in the Seventies. Contaminations that were fed by more or less formalized collaborations with other European research groups, within common research projects.  This practice of research has developed outside and at the borderline of codified disciplines,  in a spirit that now seems very close to the one which has characterized the season of the history of material culture.
