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The studies on early medieval and medieval landscape of Basilicata drawn from documentary and archaeological sources, have been focused recently on the settlement transformations of the territory. To previous systems of land management, consisting of a few urban centers and rural villas that retain their structure, while offering some significant changes at times, until Late Antiquity, are replaced from the 8th c. new realities: new urban centers, fortified sites, villages and rural churches and monastic settlements. These last, both Latin and Greek, will play a key role in the exploitation of the resources of rural areas as well as in the reorganization of the demographic and economic structure of the region, in the aftermath of the political conflicts and institutional crisis represented by the greek-gothic war and power struggles between the Lombard, Byzantine and Norman.
Written and archaeological sources describe a region characterized by an extensive wooded density, heavily exploited already during the 10th c. and up to the Angevin period and by an hydrographic network which was an "important unchanging environmental factor" for the territory governance, affecting the communication system, the economy and the survival of populations. These aspects are set in a geographical grid, marked by a pronounced variety geomorphological, condensed into a rather limited distribution area (9992 square km)
The mountainous western portion (47%) consists of the southern foothills of the Apennines, which present here a morphology with discontinuous ridges of high altitude - between 1500 and 2500 m. They are placed transversely between the two coastal areas and an east hilly portion (45%) generated from the ditch of Bradano river, which is configured, in the direction of the Ionian Sea, in the region of Murgia of Matera to the north and in the plains of Metaponto to the south (8%).
The "geography" of power in the territory of Basilicata during the early Middle Ages, following the riots and insecurity period marked by the Greek-Gothic conflict and by the Lombard occupation, is divided, with uncertain and fluctuating boundaries, into a north-central side under the Lombard control and a south-east side under the Byzantine area of interest. 
The comprehension of the political and administrative subdivisions of the region is often conditioned by sudden changes of institutional powers, caused by military victories or agreements of political expediency, and moreover by the impact of the phenomenon of "acculturation", often used to state the “belonging culture" of structures and artifacts.
In this view, it was precisely the inland areas to accommodate much of the monastic settlements and to benefit from their activities, through the establishment of new settlements, the works of deforestation and the transformation of uncultivated fileds, and the revitalization of the secondary roads network.
As part of a recent research project on the transformation of the late-antique and medieval settlement in the inland areas of Basilicata, conducted according to written and archaeological data, the analysis of the monastic foundations showed a rich and articulated framework concerning the extension of the territorial possessions and rights, together with the material evidence of a revitalization of many land areas between X and XII century. This transformation occurred also inside the inland territories, far from the main thoroughfares of the region, due to the civilians under the control of the monasteries, and then they reveal their role of landowners.




