Le aree rurali dell’Appennino Ligure tra età romana e tardomedioevo. 

Ricerche storiche e archeologiche in alta Valle Scrivia
Keywords
Archeologia; Appennino; Liguria; tardoantico; medioevo.
Archaeology; Apennines; Liguria; Late Antiquity; Middle Ages
Giovanni Battista Parodi
This paper provides a summary of data gathered in the PhD project entitled Popolamento e strutture del territorio nelle aree rurali del Genovesato e in alta Valle Scrivia tra tarda antichità e XV secolo (Scuola di dottorato di ricerca “Riccardo Francovich: Storia e Archeologia del Medioevo, Istituzioni e Archivi” – Sezione di Archeologia Medievale, XX ciclo). 
Upper Valle Scrivia, an area of 250 km² located between Genoa and the plain has never been studied systematically. It has been chosen as a sample area for systematic and direct analysis of historical, cultural, social and economic problems of the Ligurian Apennines in the period considered in light of all the sources that were available. 

Surface surveys have been based on what emerged during the first stage of data collection (analysis of related literature, catalogue of known sites, census of over 250 written documents - mostly published - dating back to a period between the 9th and 18th century). They were conducted on an overall surface of 2.5 km². Major problems of visibility have had to be tackled due to the morphology of the area and the prevalence of woodland by using the strategies that most suited different areas (targeted and dotted, extensive, intensive, transect surveys). This approach was complemented by carrying out shovel tests which were conducted in two of the sites of greatest archaeological interest. The data collected were gathered in a GIS platform created on purpose. 

The analysis of the historiography issues that were studied has generated an ongoing debate on the problems discussed at national level, which only partially seem to have influenced the research guidelines in the area considered which has only marginally been involved - just like most mountain areas in Liguria - by systematic studies and investigations. 

Data regarding settlements in the area between the Roman imperial period and Late Antiquity are rather fragmented and partial. They come from surface surveys and emergency archaeology, which started to be carried out in the area considered in the late 1950s, as well as fortuitous finds that occurred as a consequence of construction excavations. 

The evidence found (the so called ‘roof tile sites’) have for years been linked to lower classes reoccupying the mountains in Late Antiquity and Byzantine age as a consequence of the recession of urban centres, which led to hypothesise a late Romanisation of the Apennines. 

During the research the data which did not concern Upper Valle Scrivia have been examined again in light of the latest study directions suggesting settlement dynamics generated by modes and timing that differed from those hypothesised in the past. Surface surveys and shovel tests have allowed to outline a clearer framework - though still incomplete - of the history of events and distribution of settlements as well as mobility in the period examined. 

The knowledge about the Early Middle Ages in the area examined is rather incomplete and based on occasional finds and rare documents offering a totally partial perspective of settlement structures. The scarce data about the period have been analysed in light of the direction of national research with particular focus on the supposed survival of a settlement network connected to the main routes and the supposed hub role played by places of worship.

Despite the lack of data, the existence of settlement dynamics and forms has been hypothesised in light of the evidence in the Genoa area and Central and Northern Italy between the 9th and 11th century. 

Thanks to the enormous growth of written sources, the settlement and territory organisation have only been known since the 12th century. However, it is important to note that despite such large number of documents, systematic and complete studies analysing the relationships between different forms of power, encastellation and settlement structure do not exist. In addition to this, Medieval archaeology has only developed in the last decade with studies conducted in certain castles.

The current research, with the revision of historical and archaeological literature, the analysis of written sources (published and unpublished) and the study of data gathered during surface surveys, has allowed to outline a thorough framework of the organisation of the area between the 12th and 15th century. In particular, the focus has been on the timing and modes of encastellation and the connections between encastellation, the structure of settlements and the use of natural resources following the historiography debate at national and regional level.

