Storia e archeologia di un ambiente montano: un progetto di ricerca sui paesaggi lunigianesi.

Abstract / Resumée  
Since a few years a research group has been established at the University of Pisa which studies the population and the landscapes of the Lunigiana area (a region between Tuscany and Liguria) through a project divided into several phases.

Part of the working program is aimed at the reconstruction of historic landscapes through the territorial survey, according to the methodology of “global archeology”, in order to get an in-depth combination of the scientific findings with the needs of the cultural heritage for the whole diachrony. On the one hand, the aim is to test different methods of surveying in mountain environments, characterised by low visibility and a high degree of erosion; on the other hand, to retrieve data from previous experiences of extensive archaeology.

To this end, we checked the meaningfulness of crossing topographic data, toponyms and socio-economic features with the informations emerged from the examination of the written documents of medieval and modern times. We also recovered the oral sources, important witnesses in an area that in a few decades has undergone profound changes. The analysis of the archaeobotanic evidences, which is needed in order to complete the knowledge of the environmental context, so far has been just hinted, but it is perceived as an integral part of the project and thus there are plans of further investigations.

Given the current administrative fragmentation of the territory defined as “Lunigiana storica” and the need to establish collaborations with local institutions, it was not possible to build immeditely a research project that could tackle the entire lunigianese area. These conditions prompted the researchers to articulate the project into sections, which are briefly presented in this essay.

The first section is dedicated to the Vara Valley within the project TraMonti (2010-2011). It was a complex project, with a substantial part devoted to a census of the cultural heritage (in a broader sense) of the medium and lower valley. This study was carried out through a series of archaeological surveys in several municipalities and through the registration of the cartographic documentation and of the historical and historiographical production.

The first results of these investigations appeared in a series of scientific texts as well as in a webGIS of the Vara Valley cultural heritage, built using OS software with the custom user interface. The entire research was organized in a perspective of public history/public archaeology. The entire project has thus been implemented following a Web 2.0 philosophy: all data collected are in a freely accessible WebGIS, enriched with proposals of historical-cultural routes.

A second part is devoted to a region of internal Lunigiana (upper Aulella Valley, municipality of Casola), as part of an educational project at the university level in 2013-2014. The research started with both an historical and a specifically archaeological root, which are supposed to be harmoniously merged in order to produce a unified proposal for the characterization of the past rural landscapes in a mountain area.

The starting point of the documentary research on the one hand focused on the already published medieval documents, and on the other on the 1551 cadastre of Castiglioncello, so far unpublished: this source has allowed for a chronological segment the partial reconstruction of the settlements, the ownership structure, the types of crops, their distribution in the territory, and other land characteristics through a dense microtoponomy.

In addition to cadastral data and historical maps, also the results of the survey conducted in the second half of the 1970s by the ISCUM on the upper Aulella Valley were taken into account as a basis of the archaeological work: a valuable repertoire data, photos and maps with classification of the main bulding types. This study on the sources and on the bibliography was followed by a field survey: in the first phase it focused on the different locations described by the land registry of 1551 in the Castiglioncello area.
Some general considerations follow the outline of the main features and of the problems encountered in the implementation of the two sub-projects. These considerations regard the archaeological research in a mountain area like Lunigiana and the choices made in the use of a web searchable geo-database for the management of the collected data.

In the first case the modern methodological approaches to the archaeological study of mountain areas are recalled, as well as to the study of landscapes through archeaology, which include a full study of ecofacts, of labile features related to the temporary use of territories and of the relationships between palaeo-environments and rural societies.

On the other hand, some of the difficulties encountered so far in the research on Lunigiana are emphasized. These difficulties range from the decay of many inner areas to an uncritical use of the territory towards the narrow plains and the coasts. In both cases, the consequences are the decrease in the visibility and the gradual and dramatic erosion of artificial, vegetal and oral sources.

As far as the choice of the geo-database for data storage is concerned, the potential of this system for the reconstruction of historical and archaeological is stressed. Also the choice of a FLOSS webGIS is explained with both ethical and practical reasons. If for a project like TraMonti the choice allowed for an easier sharing of the research contents with the audience, for Casola it required the testing of the system in the management of toponyms,  microtoponyms and “so-called places” as well as those properties derived from not geometric cadastres.
Finally, another aspect that had an important role in the history of these mountains is recalled. In the last centuries and again in recent years the area witnessed some catastrophic events: a flood in Val di Vara and an earthquake between Lunigiana and Garfagnana. The project aims to recover also the data of these two phenomena, relevant to the history of the cultural heritage of the area and for the collective memory: catalysts for the change of scenery and for the modification, if not destruction, of the historical settlement.
In the concluding remarks of the essay we recall the need for a multidisciplinary approach in the study of mountain areas. Moreover, it is highlighted the difficulty of working on areas that still suffer from marginalization and sparse population, with the obvious consequences of economic and cultural nature in the implementation of systematic projects of a certain amplitude.

However, in the face of many studies that often insist on historically/archaeologically well-known regions, which are unlikely to change the picture of what we know of the past, the members of this team believe that such a study of a marginal area may instead offer many new information to the researcher, reverse interpretive frameworks and ensure that scientific research could affect the life of contemporary society.
